
MINUTES OF THE CITY OF PORT NECHES 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2013 
 

The Planning and Zoning Commission met on Monday, September 9, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas.  Notice of the meeting was given in 
accordance with Section 551.041 of the Texas Governmental Code, with the following members in 
attendance: 
 

James Deloney, Chairman 
Wayne Barber 
Linda Howard   
Robert Quebedeaux 
Jim Lancaster 
Trace Hammond 
Tonya Petix 
Chester Jourdan 
Mark Fiorenza (did not participate) 
Gail Shook (did not participate) 
 

Also present:   
Taylor Shelton, P.E., Public Works Director 
Larry Reynolds, Assistant Public Works Director/ Building Official 
Cari Reynolds, Public Works Secretary 
 

Absent: 
Carl Carson, Co- Chairman 
Jody Jorgensen 
 
James Deloney, Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM REGULAR MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 5, 2013 
Board Member Lancaster made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2013 meeting, 
seconded by Board Member Quebedeaux.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JOINT PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 
 

Board Member Petix made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 5, 2013 Joint 
Public Hearing, seconded by Board Member Howard.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
DISCUSS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL REGARDING THE REZONING REQUEST OF 
THE CITY OF PORT NECHES FOR A 2.5 ACRE RIVERFRONT TRACT 

 
The City of Port Neches requested a 2.5 acre riverfront tract, also known as 720 Lee Street to be 

rezoned from Industrial- Light (I-L) to Business - Medium (B-M) to allow for a restaurant on this 

site.    

Chairman Deloney asked if there were any citizens that were in favor of the request to speak. 

John Storey, 2709 McBride Drive: I’m a long time resident of Port Neches and I am in favor of 

this restaurant. It will be good for the City by adding to the tax role. It will generate revenue, 
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create jobs and draw people to this area. It’s been proven that people like to dine by the water 

and I believe the City of Port Neches needs a good restaurant instead of us having to leave the 

City to go to neighboring cities for good food.  

Gary Boudoin, 650 Mildred Manor: I am in favor of the rezone because I don’t want another ship 

yard in the City. Development starts in small amounts and I believe that this is the first step. It is 

a win- win for the City. 

Terry Rozelle, 211 Cambridge: I am in favor of the rezone. I believe that the economic impact of 

the restaurant will be good for the City. The City is landlocked and these are local investors that 

want not just the restaurant but the whole community to be successful.  

Forest Barber, 1008 Neches Drive: I would like to see the City of Port Neches bring new 

businesses to our area so I am in support of this rezone.  

Mitchell Fontenote, 2233 12th Street: The investors in this restaurant are local and have the 

success of the community in mind. I’m in approval of the rezone. 

VJ Harper II, 727 Santee: I own property close to the proposed restaurant. I’ve seen what 

development on the coast does for a community. I believe the restaurant is the first positive 

step to grow the City for the future so I am in favor of the rezone.  

Chairman Deloney asked if there were any citizens that were against the request to speak.   

Tim Blount, 701 Wood Street: I have concerns regarding the restaurant. Some of the investors 

are my friends and I want them to succeed but I feel that I haven’t had my questions answered. I 

want to protect the City and I’m against the City just giving away their land. I’m not opposed to 

development of the riverfront and I will probably eat at the restaurant. My concern is I don’t 

know the details and I have many questions.  

Chairman Deloney asked Mr. Blount if he had spoken to the correct people at the City that could 

give him the answers to his questions.  

Mr. Blount stated he did not know who to talk to and he feels like he was not made aware of 

this until the last minute. 

Chairman Deloney stated the Planning and Zoning Commission is here to make a 

recommendation to City Council to rezone the property and not to determine if a restaurant is 

going there. Once this Board takes action it is out of our hands and the City Council will 

determine what will be done. 

Chairman Deloney asked if there were any questions from the Board Members.   

Board Member Jourdan asked what is the City’s plans for Lee Street and the remainder of the 

City’s property since several concerns regarding the traffic where brought up at the Joint Public 

Hearing. 
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Taylor Shelton stated that Lee Street is a truck route that was used to go to the refinery but has 

been done away with. The speed limit was lowered to 20 MPH to keep the trucks from 

speeding. In the past several years there has been many discussions regarding the development 

of this property.  This specific piece of property has been discussed in the City Council meetings 

for the past 3-4 months. It has been posted on the website, in the papers and even in the media. 

There have been many citizens that have contacted other citizens and their neighbors to get the 

word out. Before this restaurant, Council was looking at a Barge operation but there was a lot of 

opposition. The City’s best option would be to have one developer for all of the land but no one 

has come forth.  The restaurant is a starting point. The City will be receiving property and sales 

tax from it whereas right now the City workers have to maintain the property.  

Chairman Deloney asked if there were any more questions. There were none. 

Board Member Petix made a motion to recommend the City Council approve the rezone request 
of the City of Port Neches for a 23.5 acre riverfront tract, also known as 720 Lee Street, 
seconded by Board Member Quebedeaux.   MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 Chairman Deloney stated that the City council will take action on this item on September 19, 
2013. 
 
ADJOURN 

 
There being no further business, Board Member Howard made a motion to adjourn, seconded 
by Board Member Lancaster.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 

 
 

_________________________ 

James Deloney, Chairman 

 

_________________________ 

Cari Reynolds, Public Works Secretary 

 
 


